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PROGRAM Hard Work is Paying Off!
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What an eventful year it has been. Work has been continuing on the school on Mota
Island. Our in-country overseer, Ps Dick Hopkins, has been very encouraged by the
progress, both in the actual building and the spirits of the villagers and project
workers. Ps Dick is the Principal of Arep Secondary School based at Sola,
Vanualava. He takes a 45 minute boat trip between Sola and Mota regularly in order

to oversee this

project

for us. | f

Senior Pastor for Island Harvest Community Church in Sola. We are so indebted to
Ps Dick for his enthusiasm, drive and commitment to seeing this school completed.
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ipha does it because hehlaves thevmeople of his area

and wants to see good things happen in their lives.

This is just one instance of how a single project is drawing the people of a region

toget her . Ps Dick
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school site) are changing tremendously. | realized a change in their attitude this year.
I have meetings with them and we all are working hard on the project. The last trip of
the two foremen, they themselves (the villagers) work together with them and feed

t hem. I really

So much has been accomplished on the
school building in the past year. The
outside walls have been completed,
together with inside walls that will split the
school into 3 large classrooms (these can
later be divided again as student numbers
increase).

Each and every brick had to be made by
hand. Bricks were painstakingly created
using bags of cement, coral sand and
special moulds. Once again the people of
Sola, on Vanualava and people of
Motalava Island have pitched in to help.
Over 2,500 bricks have been made in Sola
and then carefully transported by 15ft boat
to Mota. This painstaking process was
necessary, as shipping ready-made bricks
to such a remote location was not feasible.
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are Robert Harry (in red) and
Levi Nicos (in white), also from

Sola. They stay at the project sitéhanging of the Guard

for several weeks at a time in
order to complete needed

building stages. Thank you so
much, Ps Dick, Robert and Levi!
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But that is not the end of the process by any means. On arriving on Mota, the bricks must be carefully carried up a 50m
steep slope, then a further 1.5km before they could be used to form the school walls. The work has been grueling.
Imagine carrying individual cement blocks through thick and rocky jungle, avoiding tree roots and hanging branches, and
watching out for snakes before getting to the site, carefully depositing your brick in the growing pile, and turning around to
do the whole trip over and over again! Many of these people will have been doing this trip in bare feet, uncomplaining.
Some have even traveled from Sola and across Mota Island to help. They are focused, intent on the outcome. They are
excitedly watching their school take shape day by day, brick by handmade brick. Because they have made this school
themselves, they will be so proud of it. Prouder than if someone
had just come in and plonked a finished school in the middle of
their village. This is their school, you see. They have dreamed of it
for years, never daring to hope it might actually become a reality.
But because of the generous donations of people they will probably =
never meet, now their school is more than just a pipe dream. ==
There it stands, for all to see. This school is a physical example of
what can happen when people get together and help one

anot her éwhen we see the good i
neighbours face. It is a constant reminder to the people of Mota
Island that they are not alone. Someone, somewhere cared
enough about the future of their children to step in and offer the
finances to help make their dreams become a reality, then so many
of their island neighbours ol
imagine how this makes these people feel, living in such a e
remote and often overlooked area, to know that they are not
by any means forgotten. And so, they continue working.

Once the walls were complete, they were followed by roof
trusses and window frames. The roof has been erected and
it now looks like a real building!
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Due to so many complications with access and weather difficulties, the school will be opening a year behind schedule. But
open it will. Classes are due to start at the beginning of 2011. Already there are 25 excited children starting kindergarten
this year so they are all ready for Gradel at school just as soon as the doors open!

But we are not quite there yet. Scott Douglas met with the Principal Education Officer for Torba Province during the year.
During this meeting, it was agreed that the Vanuatu Department of Education (a Government Department) will fund the day
to day running of the school, something Life Aid has been negotiating towards for some time. This is great news! Without
this funding, the school becomes a nearly impossible venture to maintain financially. Remember that very, very few
families, struggling to survive as they are, would be able to contribute any money towards the upkeep of their school. With
the Government commitment, administrative and teaching supplies and teachers salaries will be covered each and every
year. Even student fees for Grades 1-6 will be covered thanks to a recent AusAid funding boost!!

orhe building i[iséa very big and beauti ful
building. People around Mota and even
in other islands in Torba (the northern
province around Mota Island) cannot
believe that such a building is being built
at Mota. All the Glory to our God and our
Lord Jesus Chri st for this Testimony. O
Ps Dick



